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Christmas Songs

Happy Xmas (war is over)

Words and music by John Lennon and Yoko Ono, 1971

So this is Xmas and

What have you done?

Another year over,

A new one just begun;

And so this is Xmas,

I hope you have fun

The near and the dear ones

The old and the young.

A merry, merry Xmas

And a happy New Year,

Let’s hope it’s a good one

Without any fear.

And so this is Xmas

For weak and for strong

The rich and the poor ones,

The road is so long.

And so, happy Xmas

For black and for white

For the yellow and red ones,

Let’s stop all this fight.

A merry, merry Xmas

And a happy New Year

Let’s hope it’s a good one

Without any fear.

(War is over if you want it

war is over now.)
Background Information:

There are two reasons why some people write Xmas instead of Christmas, an historical reason and a practical reason. 

The historical reason is that the Greek letter X (chi) is the first letter in the Greek word for Christ. Since at least as far back as 1100, English writers followed a practice which had been used in Latin manuscripts. They wrote X as an abbreviation for Christ as well as Xnity, Xn and Xmas as short forms for Christianity, Christian and Christmas.

Most English speakers today, however, are not aware of this historical reason and often assume that Xmas invented by modern advertisement writers as a shorter, easier form of Christmas. Xmas is often used in informal writing and on signs where it’s necessary to save space.

While Xmas is very common and practical, some people think it’s lazy habit and others object to “crossing out” the name of Christ. There’s a slogan “Put Christ back in Christmas”.

When reading, Xmas is pronounced like Christmas and not “eks-mas”, unless one wants to emphasize that the form Xmas was used.

-> In 1969 when people were demonstrating in the streets against the war in Vietnam, Lennon and Ono had thousands of posters printed and huge signs put up in major cities from Berlin to New York to Tokyo proclaiming “War is over! If you want it. Happy Christmas from John and Ono.” Two years later Lennon recorded Happy Xmas with a children’s choir from Harlem singing the “war is over..” slogan. The song was played extensively at Christmastime in 1980 after Lennon was murdered on December 8.

aus: Merry Christmas, 1996, Cornelsen Verlag, Berlin

Questions for the group work:

1) Summarize the song text. Why do you think John Lennon and Joko Ono wrote this song? 

2) Explain the word “Xmas”!

3) Do you think John Lennon used that “Xmas” form on purpose?
Rudolph the red- nosed reindeer
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RUDOLPH THE RED-NOSED REINDEER

Words and music by Johany Marks, 1949
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Ru-dolph the red - nosed rein - deer had a ver-y shin - y nose
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And if you ev - er saw it, you would e - ven say it glows.
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All of the o - ther rein - deer used to laugh and call him names.
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They nev- er let poor Ru - dolph join in an -y rein - deer games.
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Then one fog - gy  Christ-mas Eve San - ta came to say:
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“Ru-dolph with your nose so bright, Won't you guide my sleigh to- night?”
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Then how the rein - deer loved him, As they shout-ed out with  glee:
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“Rudolph the red-nosed rein - deeg You'll go down in his - to - r1y.





Questions for the group work:

1) Try to perform the songtext with your group! (like a play)

2) What is the meaning of that text? What was the writers opinion?

The song is very common and the language is easy to understand. So you can use that song in primary school lessons. With the background information, the pupils can try to perform it (like a play).
Christmas Stories

The Christmas Story (according to Saint Luke)

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.


(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of syria.)

And all went out to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem: (because he was of the house and lineage of David.) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger: because there was no room for them in the inn. 

And there were in the same country sheepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, Lo, the angle of the lord came upon them, and the glory of the lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angle said unto them, fear not, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a saviour, which is christ the lord. And this shall be a sign unto you: ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

And suddenly there was with the angle a multitude of the heavenly host praising god, and saying: Glory to god in the highest and on earth peace, good will toward men. 


(King James Bible, 1611)

Questions for the group work:

1) Read the story out! Try to perform it!

2) The very old english language is used. Do you think you should use other english words? (e.g. modern language) If you think so, do so!

Comment:

You shouldn’t use that extract from the bible for primary schools. The language is too hard to understand, because of the “old english” words. If you want to use the bible extract, you can use one from a bible for children or you can use more modern and more simply words. Another way is to use the bible extract as background for a play. The pupils can say the spoken parts in english. It’s a modern way to present the christmas story on a chrismas party for the parents.

Christmas traditions

	                     Great Britain
	                        Germany

	· Decoration (Houses are decorated with green leaves, bright red berries of the holly tree, sprigs of ivy and mistletoe. The Druids considered holly, ivy and mistletoe to be magical because they remained green throughout the winter.)

· A foil- wrapped coin (It is baked in the plum pudding batter to bring good luck.)

· Rich foods as mince pies, fowl, plum pudding

· Christmas Crackers

· Hanging stockings, burning the Yule log

· Carolling (This is favoured by children, who often receive money or sweets as rewards for their serenades.)

· "First footing" (The first person who visits a home on Christmas Day sometimes shouts, "First footing." Good luck comes to the house if this guest brings a gift.)

· Boxing Day (On the 26th of December Englishmen give postmen, servants, and trades people Christmas "boxes", or gifts.)

· Pantomimes (The once true pantomimes are colourful spectacles accompanied by music and dialogue today. They are based on fairy tales. They generally begin on Boxing Day and are seen throughout January.)

· The boar´s head 

· Wassailing

· Yule log

· Hunting of the wren
	· Advent calendar

· Advent wreath (It is first known since 1925; the meaning of the candles is the hope for a new, brighter time. The red colour of the candles in the advent time represents symbolically the blood, which Jesus shed for the people.) 

· Christmas tree

· Decoration of the Christmas tree (In the 18th century the Christmas tree ball developed from little pearls of glass and fruits, standing for perfection and godlike. Gifts and little packets have always hung on the tree. They remind at the presents of the three holy kings.)

· Christstollen (It is a "Gebildebrot". This is a kind of cakes which represents certain symbolic forms. Since many centuries the fruit loaf it was seen as the infant Jesus who is wrapped in white nappies.)

· Three holy kings

· The crib (It is derived from the spiritual play from the middle age.)

· Mistletoe

· St. Nicholas´ Day ( The real St. Nicholas lived in Turkey 340 after Christ. Everything he possessed he gave the poor and the children. He died on the 6th of December. He rewarded the good ones and punished the bad ones by Knecht Ruprecht. Till the 16th century the presents were given on the St. Nicholas´ Day. Martin Luther was against admiration of holy people and against Nicholas as the one who gives presents. Instead of that he made the birthday of Jesus Christ to the day of giving presents.

· Christmas markets

· Christmas eve 


During the Christmas time one topic could be to compare the Christmas traditions of Great Britain and Germany. It would be also interesting to add the traditions of New Zealand, the USA, etc. By this way the children get an impression about celebrating Christmas in other countries.

In order not only to tell something about the different traditions here are some suggestions what you could do in class refering to the Christmas customs in Great Britain:

· decorating the classroom with some typical things like ivy, mistletoe, etc. 

· preparing a lesson to make Christmas crackers

· arranging an afternoon in order to bake a plum- pudding together with the children and their parents if they are interested in

· making Christmas boxes
· doing easy role plays 
Christmas crackers

Materials:

-
Christmas wrapping paper

· toilet tissue rolls

· yarn

· small toys, candies

Roll the toilet tissue rolls in tissue paper. Then you can tape or glue it.

With yarn tie a tight bow in one end and fan out the remaining paper.

The students can write jokes or riddles which can be filled in the crackers.

After that place small toys, candies, jokes or riddles in the tube.

With yarn tie up the other end.

When the Christmas celebration begins pull both ends to open the crackers.

Christmas boxes

Duplicate the pattern of making a gift box. Use colored paper.

Let the pupils choose a color. Then let them add different decorations before they will put it together.

Cut and fold the box which is described on the pattern page.

Fill in a small gift and tie the box with yarn.

Sources:

www.marktplatz-gp.de
www.jeannepasero.com/Christmas/england.html
www.the-north-pole.com
www.teachercreated.com
www.wickham.w-berks.sch.uk
www.kidsdomain.com
