Conditional Clauses
Type
Form







Time

Possibility 

Conditional Clause
Main Clause















0
If + Present Simple
Present Simple


any time
generally true, always happens
1
If + Present Simple
Future with will/may


future

possible (because future), will or may happen under certain conditions
2
If + Past Simple
would/might + Infinitive

future 

possible (because future) but unlikely to happen











present

impossible, unreal situation
3
If + Past Perfect
would + have + Past Participle
past

impossible, because past can’t be changed
Examples:

1) He asks me to dance with him. I dance with him.

0: 
If he asks me, I dance with him.


Any time:
I always dance with him, if he asks me. (He’s my husband?)


1:
If he asks me, I’ll dance with him.


Future:
I hope or think, he’ll ask. If he does, I’ll say yes.


2:
If he asked me, I would dance with him.

Future:
I would dance with him. But I don’t think he’ll ask me.










(Present:
I would dance with him. (But he’s not here?))

3:
If he had asked me, I would have danced with him.
Past:
I would have danced with him but he didn’t ask.

2) The students work harder. They pass their exams.


0:
If students work harder, they pass their exams.

Always the case

1:
If the students work harder, they will pass their exams.
Possible, under the condition that the students work harder

2:
If the students worked harder, they’d pass their exams.
I don’t think they’ll work harder, so I don’t think they’ll pass.


3:
If the students had worked harder, they would have passed. 
They didn’t pass.
